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In This Issue: 

Opportunities at PLCC!   

Interested in spending some time at 

the lake this Summer?  You have an 

opportunity to enjoy the beauty and 

invigorating rhythm of the Camp, 

while serving the Lord and making 

a difference in the lives of campers for 

Christ. We are in need of both paid 

staff and volunteers in all areas: 

Program Management,  Life 

Guarding and Recreation,  Jr. & 

Senior Counseling, as well as Food 

Services and Property Maintenance.   

Please contact Milton Clark for 

more information:  (780) 922-5181 

mclark@pinelakechristiancamp.com 

 

What an historical year 2010 has been in 

the Life of PLCC!  So many changes afoot, 

changes that, Lord willing, will see Pine Lake 

Christian Camp positioning itself for a dec-

ade of vitality and relevance for the Kingdom 

of God.  God has used many to serve in the 

camp ministry over the past 60 plus years 

and It is my prayer that this pattern be re-

peated over the next 60 years.  

Successful Camping Season   

Summer 2010 saw the intentional return to a 

volunteer dean based system of leadership 

along with the stability of a core counseling 

team.  We had an excellent slate of deans, 

who did a fantastic job, and a capable and 

cohesive counseling team lead by Dustin 

Lammiman, who also did a bang up job.   

Camps were better attended and more ap-

preciation was expressed about the quality 

of the camping experience than we have 

seen in recent years.  2010 also saw a 

change in Site Managers, with the timely 

addition of Bill and Joanne Merkley.   The 

Merkleys have come on stream with tremen-

dous enthusiasm and have been coping ex-

tremely well with the steep learning curve 

associated with providing on-the-ground 

leadership.  

A Changing of the Guard 

As a board, we are busily preparing for the 

upcoming transition by doing our best to set 

the camp up for a successful camping sea-

son in 2011, and to assist the incoming 

board in whatever ways we can.  We solicit 

your prayers and support as we finish out 

our terms.  Personally, I feel indebted to 

my fellow directors and consider it a privi-

lege to serve alongside such a fine group 

of committed brothers and sisters in the 

Lord, who clearly love the camp and have 

labored long and hard for her success.   

The Transition Team has also been work-

ing diligently toward reconnecting histori-

cally linked Christian Churches/Churches 

of Christ with the camp as well as working 

toward recruiting a potential Camp Direc-

tor.  Under the new structure, supporting 

congregations and organizations will pro-

vide delegates who will form the member-

ship of the Pine Lake Christian Camp As-

sociation.  This membership will in turn 

elect a new board of directors at the up-

coming Annual General Meeting in Febru-

ary 2011.  This is a real change and a step 

of faith that should see a much greater 

degree of participation and sense of own-

ership amongst historically linked congre-

gations. 

For myself, as president, I can say that 

these are exciting developments.  Since I 

joined the board six years ago, there has 

always been a desire to see congregations 

linked into the future of the camp, and now 

that is happening!   I am also excited about 

the potential for even greater collaboration 

with Alberta Bible College faculty and stu-

dents.   

Invitation To Join In The PLCC Ministry 

If you are reading this, PLCC obviously is a 

ministry of interest to you.  I would encour-

age you to be fully active; joining in on and 

supporting the outreach that happens at 

the camp.   Lives are changed and people 

are introduced and/or reintroduced to Je-

sus and His kingdom through the ministry 

of PLCC.    

 
Camps were better attended in 

2010 and more appreciation 

was expressed about the quality 

of the camping experience than 

we have seen in recent years.   

Editor: Ron Linkletter 

rlinkletter@pinelakechristiancamp.com 

 Reconnection and Reinvention: 
 R&R Pine Lake Style 
 A Message from the President 



 Meet Our New Site Managers 

 Bill and Joanne Merkley 
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Well, the weather outside is frightful, but the fire is so delight-

ful... you probably know the rest. Nothing seems to describe 

these last few days here as accurately as this well-loved 

Christmas carol. We’ve gone straight from beautiful late fall 

days with above average temperatures to blowing snow and 

nights cold enough to make our little dogs dig in their heels 

(paws?) at the doorway, adamantly refusing to venture out 

into that misery. Chihuahuas and cold don’t mix, but being 

small they’re also easy to push, so out they go.  Our lab 

doesn’t seem to know any better, bless her dumb heart, and is 

much more cheerful about it. 

But even with the snow and cold we love it here at Pine Lake 

Christian Camp. Being the new site managers since June 1st 

has allowed us to enjoy the men’s and women’s retreats and 

summer camps, baptisms and church retreats, family and 

crafting groups right through to last weekend’s Scouts, who 

bravely played soccer in the snow covered fields and had a 

great time of it!  The fields are strewn with snow angels. 

We are blessed and feel privileged to be here as a part of 

something close to our hearts. We love camp, our kids loved 

camps, and hopefully our grandkids (three, so far)  will have 

the opportunity to love camp. I can’t help but think that it is 

close to God’s heart as well. 

Living on the camp is a wonderful perk of being the Site Man-

agers. Spending nine months back in Calgary  after living in 

small-town BC for 30 years revealed us for what we 

are…small-town people. We felt God was calling us out of our 

comfort and security to serve Him in a new place, and per-

haps in a new way, so we left our home in Creston B.C., Bill 

left his job of 28 years, and off we went to Calgary so he could 

work at Alberta Bible College while taking the PACE program 

and then …who knows?... perhaps a ministry in a church 

somewhere? I have to admit that we were both excited to re-

turn to the province after so long, since we were both born 

and raised in Alberta.  

After eight months in Calgary Bill knew he would have to get 

another job so we could pay the rent and unfortunately would 

likely have to let his studies lag. Ron Fraser told Bill that the 

camp was looking to fill the position of site manager and to 

send in his application, and we decided that Joanne would 

send hers as well. We couldn’t help but feel that this was what 

God had called us to Alberta for, since as we drove away from 

our thirty year hometown Bill said, “Wouldn’t it be neat if Pine 

Lake was looking for someone?”  

Long story short, here we are. We are thrilled to be here, serv-

ing God in our own small way in this gorgeous place that re-

sounds again and again with the melody of His creation.  

From the beauty of the sunrise which appears to set the lake 

on fire to the tiny chickadees fighting and chasing each other 

around the feeder outside our window, we know we’ve come 

home, and plan to stay as long as God wants us to.  If you feel 

God is calling you to serve in a new way or in a new place, we 

encourage you to take that step. You just never know the 

good He has in store for you. The possibilities are endless!    

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans 

to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future. “  Jeremiah 29:11 

 
We couldn’t help but feel that this was what 

God had called us to Alberta for, since as we 

drove away from our thirty year hometown 

Bill said, “Wouldn’t it be neat if Pine Lake 

was looking for someone?”  



The Pine Lake Pond 

Hockey Challenge has 

been steadily 

gaining steam 

since its incep-

tion in 2008.  

We had anoth-

er record-

breaker in 

2010 with 75 

players participating on 15 teams in the 

round robin tournament.  We had an 

additional 75 family, friends, volunteers 

and fans for a total of 150 in attendance.  

It was great to see a number of families 

take advantage of the pleasure rink and 

the comfortable weather, and get out-

side during the day.  One thing that con-

sistently strikes us is the number of 

teams that come out with family mem-

bers; fathers and sons or daughters, or 

families who bring friends out to play 

together on a team.  For us, this is what 

it is all about, a day to enjoy with family 

and friends, playing that great Canadian 

game we love to play in God's great 

outdoors.  

Don’t miss this year’s instalment as 

2011 is shaping up to be bigger and bet-

ter than ever.   

This year’s tournament  takes place 

on Saturday, February 19, 2011 

¶ Deadline for registrations is Jan 31st 

for all teams entering the tournament. 

¶ Teams should arrive no later than 8:30 

am. Play begins at 9:00 am. 

¶ Shin pads & helmets are required for 

all players. 

¶ Maximum of 5 players per team - no 

substitutions. 

¶ Families are welcome to come and 

bring skates for use on the pleasure 

rink . 

¶ Other outdoor activities, such as to-

bogganing, will be available (please 

bring your own equipment).    

¶ A Hot lunch will be served. 

¶ In case of inclement weather event will 

be held on March 5th. 

¶ A legal waiver must be signed by all 

participating players. 

Stay tuned to the camp website at 

www.pinelakechristiancamp.com for more 

details as the event approaches. 

To register or get more info contact Tre-

vor Zimmerman: trevor@christschurch.ca 

2011 Battle of  Alberta: Pond Hockey Challenge Preview 

This year marked the inaugural year 

of PLCC branded t-shirts and they 

were a big hit with the kids!  We were 

blessed with a great design from 

Derek Moore who generously volun-

teered his talent to the cause.  Shirts 

were made available for free to all 

campers, staff and volunteers.  

Campers wasted no time covering 

them with autographs and memories 

of their camping experience.  The 

remaining shirts are waiting for a 

home and are priced at $15 each plus 

shipping.  If you’d like to purchase 

one for yourself or a loved one please 

email 

marketing@pinelakechristiancamp.com 

and indicate the size and quantity you 

would like (sizes range from children’s 

small to Adult XXL).  Supplies are 

very limited so please act soon. 

Get Your Very Own PLCC T-Shirt 
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Summer Camping! Its what we’re all 

about and we can hardly wait to wel-

come you for another year of fun and 

fellowship in 2011.  Pine Lake Chris-

tian Camp offers all the great activi-

ties you expect such as swimming, 

canoeing, archery, and beach volley-

ball delivered in an environment of 

one-on-one mentoring and Christ-

centered teaching where each and 

every camper feels encouraged and 

accepted.   Here is a breakdown of 

our summer camps for 2011. 

Family Camp:  Family Camp is our 

traditional kickoff to the summer 

camping season.  People bring their 

trailers, tents, and RV’s (of course our 

cabins are also put to good use) and 

gather together for meals, speakers 

and worship.  This year Blayne Bant-

ing will be speaking on the theme of 

Stewardship.  Jeff Proudfoot is slated 

to be the youth speaker and Charlotte 

Nyrose will be running the Children’s 

program.  More programming details 

will follow so be sure to check the 

camp website for updates. 

High School Camp: High School 

Camp is one of the most anticipated 

events of the year. It provides an 

awesome opportunity to spend a 

whole week with your friends, bunk-

ing, eating, singing, playing and pray-

ing together. High School Camp is 

characterized by its late night games, 

campfires, worship and small group 

and prayer times. Recreation and 

music are two main anchors.  High 

School camp typically allows a little 

more free time, allowing campers am-

ple opportunity to really get to know 

their counselors and fellow campers, 

and the flexibility to engage in activi-

ties they enjoy. 

Junior High Camp: Junior High 

Camp is one of the most energetic 

camps of the summer.  Look forward 

to late nights, pillow fights, cabin time, 

prayer, campfires, and great recrea-

tion, worship and speakers.  Junior 

High Camp also provides a great op-

portunity for campers to build lifelong 

relationships with each other and with 

God in an outdoor setting.  The camp 

aims to be a foundation for spiritual 

growth, as well as a love for camping! 

Junior Camp: Junior Campers will 

experience a week of camp that in-

cludes a wide variety of activities that 

allow them to experience God in crea-

tion!  Campers enjoy plenty of time 

outside in the lake, as well as games, 

Bible teaching times, meal time songs, 

archery, and plenty of time to catch 

frogs!  Junior Camp is meant to be an 

enjoyable experience that plants a 

love of God and the outdoors in chil-

dren’s lives.  Friendships are built 

here, and it is a safe place to play and 

grow. 

Rainbows:  Rainbows is typically our 

largest camp of the summer. This is truly 

a special camping experience geared 

towards families that have experienced  

death, divorce or other painful family 

transitions. The whole family is encour-

aged to be a part of the week together.  

Rainbows has time for sessions geared 

towards where people are at, and is fa-

cilitated by staff that have been trained 

in these areas. Family recreation, meal 

times, games, campfires and laughter 

are all characteristics of Rainbows Camp 

Rookie camp:  It’s is going to be a great 

year for our youngest campers! This 

camp will be parent-led and parents can 

camp along with their child if they like. 

This is a three night experience for 

campers entering grades 1-3. Activities  

will include crafts, games, campfires and 

learning about Gods creation. For more 

info please contact Christy Komar:  

ckomar@pinelakechristiancamp.com  

2011 Camping Preview   

May Family Camp: May 20-23 

Men's retreat: June 3-5 

Ladies retreat: June 10-12 

Rookies: July 24-27 (entering gr. 1-3)  $125 

Sr. High: (entering gr. 10-12) July 3-8  $250 

Juniors: (entering gr. 4-6) July 10-15  $250 

L.I.T: (16 or older) June 30 - July 3  $250 

Jr. High (entering gr. 7-9) July 17-22  $250 

Rainbows 1: July 29 - August 3 

Rainbows 2: August 5 - 10 

Early Bird registration: $25 discount for early registra-
tions ($15 for Rookies).  Registrations must be re-
ceived at least 3 weeks before the start date of your 
camp in order to qualify. 

Drop off starts at 4 pm on the 1st day of camp. 

Pick up is at 6 pm on the last day of camp 

for program updates and registration info: 

http://pinelakechristiancamp.com/dates.htm  

Pine Lake Christian Camp 2011 
Camp Dates  
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Help!  We’re short on photos from the 2010 camping sea-

son and we need your assistance  to recapture the mem-

ories.  If you have any camp pictures you’d like to share 

with the camp we’d sure be appreciative!  Just register at 

http://www.pinelakechristiancamp.com/gallery/index.php 

and upload them to the Photo Contest Gallery. 

Please be sure to label your photos so we know  when 

and where they were taken.  Best contribution receives a 

$50 discount on camping fees for the 2011 Pine Lake 

season 

We want to hear about your camp memories from PLCC.  

Tell us about your experience from last summer and what 

made camp special for you.  We’ll be selecting one essay 

from all submissions which we will publish in the next  is-

sue of the Cricket.  The winning submission will be award-

ed a $100 scholarship toward a week of camp in 2011.  

Entries must be 1000 words or less and the deadline for 

submissions is February 15th, 2011.   Please send your 

submission in Microsoft Word or PDF format to 

marketing@pinelakechristiancamp.com.  Please enter 

“Essay Contest” in the Subject field. 

Reflections from our 2010 Lead Counselor, Dustin Lammiman 

What is it that makes camp so 

amazing? Is it the games 

times?  Maybe it's the Bible 

lessons?  Singing silly songs 

around the campfire?  Tuck? 

Certainly all of these are vital 

ingredients for a good summer 

of camp, but I think there is 

something even more im-

portant.  The people.  The rela-

tionships made at camp are amazingly powerful.  Campers 

become friends with other campers.  Campers also become 

friends with their counselors.  Ask a kid twenty years from 

now what games they played or what lessons they learned 

at camp and they probably won't remember.  Ask them 

about that counselor who sat and talked with them or about 

the friend they only saw at Pine Lake once a year and they 

are sure to have countless memories.  At a good camp kids 

will feel welcomed and accepted by everyone around them. 

This is something I saw this summer.  Being at camp meant 

being part of a community.  I believe that the kids felt this as 

well, and the result was that they opened up to discussing 

the deeper issues of God and life.  God worked through the-

se relationships to make a difference in the lives of many 

people.  Lifelong friendships were made. 

As the counseling 

team leader I was 

privileged to work 

with some amazing 

people over the 

summer.  We had 

volunteer deans for 

the first time in 

many summers.  

Kyle and Lisette 

Fraser and Trevor 

Zimmerman ran their respective camps nearly to perfection. 

Linda, Dennis, and Brad ran two amazing Rainbows camps. 

Our new camp managers, Bill and Joanne Merkley, ensured 

that the camp was in tip top shape.  Austin Phypers kept the 

lake looking clear and clean (at least on the surface), which is 

an amazing feat if you've ever seen the amount of seaweed 

that can grow in Pine Lake.  Countless volunteers filled in 

positions in the kitchen, as counselors, and doing mainte-

nance. Above all, I am thankful for the amazing counseling 

team. Hannah Clark, Jocelyn Grant, Alysha O'Toole, and Jeff 

Proudfoot can be proud of a job well done.  Each one of the-

se people gave their all in hopes of creating a memorable 

summer for every camper that they came in contact with. 

They played hard and they worked hard.  Running Junior 

Camp in the rain for a week takes patience and dedication, 

something they were never short of. If anyone ever did make 

a mistake, someone else was right there to pick up the slack. 

This was, for me at least, a taste of what a true community of 

God should look like - people working together for a common 

purpose. 

There is one more person who made this summer a success. 

God was at work and watching over the camp. My biggest 

'thank you' goes out “to him who is able to do immeasurably 

more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that 

is at work within us” (Ephesians 3:20). 
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Ask a kid twenty years from now what 

games they played or what lessons they 

learned and they probably won't remember. 

Ask them about that counselor who sat and 

talked with them or about the friend they 

only saw at Pine Lake once a year and they 

are sure to have countless memories.  

We Need Your Photos! Essay Contest 



 Map to Pine Lake: 

Milton Clark (President) 

Stuart Fraser (Vice-President) 

Jim Edwards (Treasurer) 

Christy Komar (Secretary) 

Jason Bergman 

Cliff Enfield 

Kyle Fraser 

Ron Linkletter 

Board of Directors 

Visit out our website at 

www.pinelakechristiancamp.com 
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Contact us at:   

Pine Lake Christian Camp 

Box 41, Pine Lake, AB T0M 1S0 

Telephone: 403-886-4661 

Fax: 403-886-4276 

Email:   facilitator@pinelakechristiancamp.com       

   info@pinelakechristiancamp.com 


